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Nov. 15: The 600,000-member public employee union confederation (CITE) launched an indefinite
strike, calling for wage hikes. To the present, the government has proposed loans in kind comprised
of nationally produced foodstuffs, and a Christmas bonus equivalent to workers' monthly wage.
Although the CITE accepted the government's proposal, the Confederation insisted upon a
commitment on wage hikes as well. Notimex reported that the only sector within CITE that has
refused to support the strike is the National Coalition of Public Enterprise Unions, accounting for
about 100,000 workers.
The 10,000 workers pertaining to the Potable Water Workers Federation also commenced a strike
to apply pressure for a wage increase on Thursday. On Nov. 7, some 40,000 employees of the
government's Social Security Institute, many of whom work at state hospitals, commenced a strike.
About 10,000 judiciary employees have been on strike for the past month and a half. All unions
engaged in strike actions as of Nov. 15 were demanding wage hikes ranging from 50% to 400%.
Strikers' average wage at present is 25 million intis per month (about US$55). Basic subsistence
goods and services are currently priced at $350 per month for an average worker's household.
Nov. 16: Protests in Lima were dispersed by police equipped with water cannons and rubber
truncheons.
Nov. 17: In a decree published Saturday, President Alberto Fujimori restricted the right to strike of
public and private sector workers providing basic services. The restrictions cover public employees
in health, sanitation, fuel, transport, water, electricity and telephone services. Next, the decree
permits the government to declare illegal strikes affecting the provision of specified basic services.
The decree was scheduled to go into effect Nov. 19.
According to a report by the Associated Press, less than half of CITE's membership adhered to
the strike call, in response to a statement by Fujimori that strikers would not be paid. One of the
government's austerity measures, implemented after Fujimori took office July 28, invalidated by fiat
collective contracts with public employees that provided for wages indexed to inflation.
The Agence France Presse reported that more than 500,000 private and public sector workers had
walked off the job on Nov. 15 to demand pay increases. Union representatives asserted that the
presidential decree would be met with more walkouts, takeovers of local offices, hunger strikes, and
marches. In the words of Hector Chavez, of the General Peruvian Workers Confederation (CGTP),
"Instead of correcting its errors, the government has assumed a defiant position that goes against
the rights of unions which are laid out in the constitution...We cannot permit them to deny us the
right to strike with the stroke of a pen." According to CITE leader Oscar Chirinos, about 95% of
the employees affiliated with the Confederation adhered to the strike. Government spokespersons
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claimed 75% of public employees have reported to work. Luis Castaneda, head of the Social Security
Institute, said Saturday that strikers would be fired if they failed to report for work Monday.
Nov. 18: According to union spokespersons, including CITE secretary general Luis Iparraguirre,
approximately 700,000 workers continued strike actions, despite the presidential decree, and threats
of dismissal. The CITE leader said the decree was "unconstitutional and discriminatory," and
obligates workers to survive with less than poverty level wages as defined by the International
Labor Organization (ILO), thereby "risking their lives and health." Iparraguirre announced that
on Nov. 19, the CITE will ask the Senate to overturn the presidential decree; seek recourse via the
court system to challenge the legality of the decree; and, organize meetings of labor confederations
and popular organizations to oppose the decree. (Basic data from Notimex, 11/15/90; AFP, 11/17/90,
11/18/90; EFE, 11/18/90)
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